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Introduction
by Conrad Terrill

     These articles by Oliver Hough concern two separate Atkinson family lines in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania.  I don’t know that Oliver Hough himself was descended from these two lines, but it
seems likely.  There were probably other Atkinsons in Bucks County (I believe Mr. Hough men-
tioned some) who were not connected to these two lines, and I’m sure it was very difficult to make
sense of what records exist, to distinguish between all of these people.  Mr. Hough’s articles are
genealogical—they do not make light reading.  His major purpose was to leave a research work to be
used by future generations interested in learning about their family origins.  He was chiefly con-
cerned with accuracy in his research results, and with conveying enough information to convince the
reader of this accuracy.  Mr. Hough refered to other previous research works which covered, to some
extent, these same Atkinson lines; and he was very critical of some of these works.  As he should
have been!  If errors make their way into publicly available works then they should be reported, to
limit as far as possible their propagation.  Mr. Hough was not being mean-spirited in his criticism; in
fact, some of his criticism was levelled at his own earlier works.  He wanted simply to set the record
straight, as well as he could.  His research appears to be solid, and I believe that it can be accepted as
fact, particularly since I wouldn’t want to make a strenuous effort to verify it.

     My Atkinson grandfather was Conrad Aloysius Atkinson, who was born in 1883 in Ellicott City
(formerly called Ellicotts Mills), Maryland.  His great-grandfather Joseph Atkinson was born in
1763, in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and moved to Ellicotts Mills in 1791.  This Joseph Atkinson
was my grandfather’s connection to Oliver Hough’s work.  This Joseph Atkinson was barely men-
tioned; however six of his Atkinson ancestors were thoroughly treated.  My grandfather’s older
brother Joseph learned of Oliver Hough’s articles and brought them to the attention of our Baltimore
branch of the Atkinson family.  He acquired copies of the volumes of the Pennsylvania Magazine of
History and Biography containing Mr. Hough’s articles, and passed these on to his son Eric
Atkinson, who later passed them on to his son Philip Atkinson, of Kent Hills, Maryland, who al-
lowed me to copy the articles in 1982.

     My immigrant Atkinson ancestors were Thomas Atkinson (d. 1687) and Mary Atkinson (b. 1689).
Thomas Atkinson immigrated from Yorkshire, England, in 1681, and was settled in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania by 1682, after a brief stay in West Jersey, presumably on the “Yorkshire purchase” on
the upper side of Burlington, according to Mr. Hough.  Thomas Atkinson was a minister of the
Society of Friends in England.  He was born in Newby, grew up in Thruscross, it appears, and lived
in Sandwick or Sandwith, in Addingham parish in 1678 and 1679.  Mr. Hough argues that Newby
was most likely a place which later became the site of Newby Hall.  Some of these placenames
(Thruscross, Newby Hall, and Addingham), can be found today via Google Earth.  They are marked
with pushpins on the maps on the following pages.

     Mary Atkinson (b. 1689) came to America in 1699 with her father, John Atkinson, and his brother
Christopher, on the Brittania, from Liverpool.  There was an outbreak of sickness on the voyage,
from which many passengers died, including both of Mary’s parents and her uncle.  Christopher’s
wife and two of John’s sisters-in-law survived the voyage, and it was they who took care of Mary
and her two brothers in America.  Mary was born in Scotforth, Lancashire, in 1689, and this place
too is marked on the following maps.  In America Mary and her brothers lived for about four years
somewhere near Neshamina (Middletown) Monthly Meeting (Neshamina was, I think, a place now
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called Neshaminy), and then, when one of her aunts married, they lived with her and her husband on
a plantation in Warminster Township.

Above: Atkinson family placenames on a present-day Google Earth map.
Below: Place names in Yorkshire associated with Thomas Atkinson (d. 1687).
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Scot Forth and vicinity in Lancashire.

Atkinson family placenames in Bucks County, Pennsylvania and vicinity (showing parts of Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Delaware and Maryland).
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1. John Atkinson (?-?) {XXX pp. 59-66}
2. Thomas Atkinson (?-1687) {XXX pp. 66-79}

5. William Atkinson (1681-1749) {XXX pp. 226-237}
14. Joseph Atkinson (1716-1781) {XXX pp. 479-485}

32. Joseph Atkinson (1763-1828) {XXX p. 484}
m. Rachel Child {XXX p. 484}

Isaac Child (1734-1769) {XXX p. 484}
Cephas Child (?-?) {XXX p. 484}
m. 13. Mary Atkinson (1689-?) {XXX1 p. 175, and XXX p. 484}

4. John Atkinson (?-1699) {XXXI pp. 170-175}
1. William Atkinson (?-1679) {XXXI pp. 157-162}

Amos Gilbert Atkinson (1806-1852)
Charles Hough Atkinson (1847-1918)

Joseph Matthew Atkinson (1876-1956)
Anna Marie (Atkinson) Mathews (1880-1918)
Conrad Aloysius Atkinson (1883-1959)
Mary Elizabeth Atkinson (~1887-1895) (died young)
William Edward Atkinson (1890-?)

Joseph Matthew Atkinson (1876-1956) m. Blanche Parks
Philip Eric Atkinson (1903-1973) m.
Laura Elizabeth Grace Atkinson (1909-1916) died young

Anna Marie Atkinson (1880-1918) m. Albert Mathews
Elizabeth Mathews (?-?) m. Neal McGinn

Conrad Aloysius Atkinson (1883-1959) m. Margaret M. Grindell (1879-1967)
Margaret Lillian Atkinson (1907-1997) m. John Ellis Brady
Virginia Marie Atkinson (1909-1957) m1. Richard Twilley, m2. George Theroux,

  m3. John E. Hauk
Joseph Conrad Atkinson (1912-1948) m. Jane Rebecca Thompson
Edward Aloysius Atkinson (1912-1917) died young
Mary Elizabeth Atkinson (1914-2004) m1. Harry Richard Clark, m2. Ferrin Ward Terrill
Albert Mathews Atkinson (1916-1979) m. Winnifred Duggan
Anna Rita Atkinson (1918-2000) m. Frank Anderson Brown

William Edward Mahoney m1. Alice _____, m2. Margaret Mahoney
1 child by 1st marriage

     If you’re wondering who the subjects of Oliver Hough’s genealogical articles are, and how you
might be related to them, the following information may help you.  The tree below starts at the left
with the children of Charles Hough Atkinson and Elizabeth Ells, and goes back through the paternal
(Atkinson) line.  In case this is not quite enough help for you, the families of these children are listed
below the tree.  In the tree, the numbers preceding some of the names are the numbers assigned to
these people by Oliver Hough, in either vol. XXX or vol. XXXI of Penna. Mag.  Note that Joseph
Atkinson (1763-1828) married Rachel Child, who is descended from the other Atkinson line covered
in Oliver Hough’s articles, in vol. XXX1.
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Cover of Vol. XXX, No. 117, reduced to 85% of original size.
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Contents of Vol. XXX, No. 117.
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