Doty’s Clothes Washer and Churn Power, 1865

This promotional pamphlet wasfiled in the Library
of Congressin 1868 for copyright protection. The
original patent for this washer wasissued in 1864 to
William M. Doty, of New York City. The names of his
brothers Ezra Philo Doty and Ellis Doty, both of
Janesville, Wisconsin, appear on improvement patents
later in the 1860's, sometimes accompanied by
William'sname. R. C. Browning, who is named as
the General Agent for the product, became president
of the Metropolitan Washing Machine Company, of
Middlefield, Connecticut, in the early 1870’s, and the
company may then have begun manufacturing the
Doty washer, although it could also have been doing
so before Mr. Browning's arrival. A picture of the
washer, still |abelled “ Doty’s Clothes Washer,”
appears on the company’s receipt letterhead in the
1880's, and the washer is listed as one of their
products, along with the“ American Mangle,” a
machine for ironing clothes, and their main product,
the “Universal ClothesWringer.” The No. 2 Univer-
sal Wringer was offered as an $8 option for the Doty
Washer in 1865, according to page 2 of this pamphlet.
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