
Racine [WI] Daily Journal, 14 Sep.
1857, p. 3, col. 2.  This ad started in the
Racine Daily Journal on 10 Sep. (p. 3,
col. 2), and also appeared on 11 Sep. (p.
3, col. 3) and 22 Sep. (p. 3, col. 3)

1857

New England Farmer, Jun. 1857, p. 293.

New England Farmer, Mar. 1857, p. 119.

New England Farmer, Oct. 1856, p. 487.
(This is the article referred to in the Mar.
1857 article.)

Racine [WI] Daily Journal, 25 Sep.
1857, p. 3, col. 3.  This ad started in the
Daily Journal on 10 Sep., and appears in
the 16, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29 and
30 Sep. issues.

Lee M. Maxwell (www.oldewash.com) has a washing machine museum with over a
thousand antique washing machines in Eaton, Colorado.  He has also published a
book, Save Womens Lives: History of Washing Machines.  The picture of the whole
Metropolitan Washing Machine is from p. 30 of his book (Google books preview
version).  The picture of its pounder is from his online database at oldewash.com.
Maxwell’s model has bamboo spring bars, and looks as though it might be a model
incorporating Elliot Dickerman’s improvements.



Pa
ge

 3
 o

f a
 fo

ur
 p

ag
e 

ci
rc

ul
ar

 o
n 

th
e 

M
et

ro
po

lit
an

 W
as

hi
ng

 M
ac

hi
ne

, m
ad

e 
up

 in
 S

ep
t. 

of
 1

85
8.

18
58



A
m

er
ic

an
 A

gr
ic

ul
tu

ris
t, 

Se
p.

 1
85

8,
 p

. 2
80

.
18

58



American Agriculturist, Sep. 1858, p.
287.

American Agriculturist, Dec. 1858, p.
380.

American Agriculturist, Jan. 1859, p. 29.

American Agriculturist, Jan. 1859, p. 30.

American Agriculturist, Feb. 1859, p. 61.

American Agriculturist, Jun. 1859, p.
189.

American Agriculturist, Jul. 1859, p.
222.

American Agriculturist, Jul. 1859, p. 223.

American Agriculturist, Aug. 1859, p. 253.

1858 1859 1859



American Agriculturist, Oct. 1859, p. 291, col.  3.

New York Times, 20 Sep. 1859, p. 7, col.
6.

1859

Daily Morning News, (Savannah, GA)
Tues., 6 Sep. 1859; Issue 209; cols. 1-2.
(An editorial by Theodore Blois.)

Daily Morning News, (Savannah, GA)
Thurs., 6 Oct. 1859; Issue 234; col 2.



1859

Transactions, American Institute, 1859-60, pp. 50-51.  This
washing machine was exhibited at the Agricultural Fair, at
Hamilton Park on the first three days.

Transactions, American Institute, 1859-60, pp. 67-68.  Seeley’s
washing machine was exhibited with Household Utensils, at the
Palace Garden in the main portion of the month-long Fair.  The
Metropolitan Washing Machine must have bee there too (see
next page).

A complete account of the Fair may be found in the Transactions of the American Institute of the City of New York, for the years
1859-60 (Albany: C. Van Benthuysen, Printer, 1860), available online via Google books (books.google.com/
books?id=A3A7AAAAYAAJ).  The Fair ran from 21 Sep. to 28 Oct., in various places in NYC.  The main part of the Fair was
held at the Palace Garden, a makshift venue since the Crystal Palace burned down the year before.  In the 200 foot square Palace
Garden wwere erected sheds and tents to protect the numerous articles from the weather.  “These premises, however, proved
inadequate for the proper display of the numerous articles offered for exhibition, and left little room for the crowd who daily
thronged the Garden, consequently the receipts fell far short of those of previous fairs.”  (p. 7)

Was there a schedule?  Were various cat-
egories exhibited on different days?



Transactions, American Institute, 1859-60, pp. 94-95.  The bottom picture, under
“Illustrations and descriptions of machinery, &c., on exhibition at the 31st Annual
Fair of the American Institute, 1859,” is an Empire Washing Machine, which looks
very much like a Metropolitan Washing Machine, with modified pestles.  The
illustration appears to be a near-copy (only the woman’s head and the pestle are
different) of the American Agriculturist drawing, using even the same letters to mark
corresponding parts.

William Hunt, of Port Hope Ontario, also
known as The Great Farini took an “Empire
Washing Machine” out on his rope, over the
Niagara Gorge, on September 5th, 1860. He
then proceeded to draw water up from the river
and do his washing.

The patent is no. 22451, Pestle for Cleansing
Clothes, by Ezra Pollard of Albany NY,
assignor to himself and to D. W. Seeley of New
York, NY, dated 28 Dec. 1858.  Pollard claimed
only the pestle design.

1859
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American Agriculturist, Jan. 1860, p. 28.

American Agriculturist, Jul. 1860, p.
223.

American Agriculturist, Oct. 1860, p.
319-3.  (A competitor.)

American Agriculturist, Oct. 1860, p.
319-2.  (A competitor.)

American Agriculturist, Nov. 1860, p.
351.

American Agriculturist, Oct. 1860, p.
319.

American Agriculturist, Sep. 1860, p.
287.

American Agriculturist, Aug. 1860, p.
255.

American Agriculturist, Aug. 1860, p.
251.

American Agriculturist, Dec. 1860, p.
375.

[Raleigh, NC] Weekly Standard, 19 Sep.
1860, p. 1, col. 5.

1860

Scientific American, vol. 1002, issue 3,
14 Jan 1860, p 46.


